Vocabulary words for Social Studies  –  7th Grade


	ALGONQUIN
	Native Americans from the Great Lakes

	APACHE
	Native Americans from the Great Plains

	APPEAL
	To request another trial.

	AZTEC
	An important civilization in Central America (Mexico)

	BICAMERAL
	Two houses.

	BILL
	A proposed law.

	BOUNDARIES
	The border of a state or country.

	BRANCH
	Part of something.

	CARAVEL
	A small sailing ship

	CASH CROPS
	Crops such as tobacco, sugar and cotton, grown in large quantities in order to be sold for a large profit  (cash)

	CHALLENGE
	A demanding situation

	CHECKS AND BALANCES
	The system that allows each branch to limit the power of the other branches.

	CIVILIZATION
	The culture and way of life of a particular people, nation, region.

	COLONY
	Land occupied by Europeans in America

	COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE
	The exchange of plants, animals and people between Europe and America.

	COMPROMISE
	When both sides agree to give up something in order to reach an agreement.

	CONQUISTADORES
	Spanish explorers/soldiers who conquered Central and South America.

	CONSTITUTION
	The written rules of a country’s government. 

	CONSTITUTIONAL
	Agrees with the Constitution

	CONTRIBUTION
	What people have left behind.

	CONVENTION
	A meeting

	COPE
	Manage, deal with, survive.

	CULTURE
	A people’s way of life, including beliefs, customs, food, housing and clothing.

	CURRENCY
	Money in any form.

	DELEGATES
	Representatives, leaders.

	ECONOMY
	The things that a country produces or exchanges.

	EMBARGO
	A government order that stops ships from entering or leaving a country’s ports

	EMPIRE/EMPEROR
	A group of countries ruled by the same person, the Emperor. 

	ENVIRONMENT
	The physical surroundings of a place, including the land, water, animals, plants and climate

	EXECUTIVE BRANCH
	President - That part of the government that executes (carries out) the laws.

	FEDERALIST PARTY
	The party of Alexander Hamilton

	FOREIGN POLICY
	The way a country deals with other countries.

	FRANCE / FRENCH
	A European country. French: its people.  

	GREAT BRITAIN / BRITISH
	A European country. British: its people.  



	GREAT SEAL
	Used to mark all important U.S. documents.

	HOPI
	Native Americans from the South West

	HORSE
	A large hoofed mammal having a short-haired coat, a long mane, and a long tail.

	HOUSES
	The 2 parts of Congress. 

	IMPEACH
	To accuse the President of a crime.

	IMPRESSMENT
	Kidnapping American sailors to serve in the British Navy.

Robberies at sea done by pirates
	

	INCA 
	An important civilization in South America (Peru)

	INDIANS/INDIOS
	How the Europeans called the Native Americans

	INVOLVEMENT
	A policy of “getting involved” with other countries.

	IROQUOIS
	Native Americans from New York State

	ISOLATIONISM
	A policy of avoiding any political or military deals agreement with other countries. 

	JAMESTOWN (VA)
	The second British colony.

	JOHN ROLFE
	A businessman who started a tobacco farm in Jamestown and married Pocahontas.  

	JOHN SMITH
	The leader of Jamestown

	JUDICIAL BRANCH
	That part of the government that interprets (applies) the laws.

	LEGACY
	What people have left behind.

	LEGISLATIVE BRANCH
	Congress- That part of the government that makes laws.

	LONGHOUSE
	A type of Native American house.

	LOUISIANA
	The area of North America West of the Mississippi River.

	LUMBERING
	Cutting trees to make lumber (wood used for construction)

	MANDATE
	A political assignment (term).

	MAYA
	An important civilization in Central America (Mexico)

	MIDDLE COLONIES
	New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware.

	MISSISSIPPI RIVER
	The longest river in North America. It flows from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico.

	MONARCHY
	A kingdom

	MOTTO
	A brief statement representing a principle, or a goal.

	NATIVE AMERICANS
	The original (first) inhabitants of the American continent

	NATURAL RESOURCES
	Useful materials found in nature, including water, vegetation, animals and minerals.

	NAVAJO
	Native Americans from the South West

	NEW ENGLAND COLONIES
	Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Hampshire

	NEW WORLD
	NORTH, CENTER  AND SOUTH AMERICA

	NEZ PERCE
	Native Americans from the Mountain region

	NORTH AMERICA
	A continent

	OLD WORLD
	EUROPE

	PIRACY
	Robberies at sea done by pirates

	POCAHONTAS
	The daughter of Powhatan

	POLITICAL PARTY
	An organization that seeks political power.

	POWHATAN
	The chief of a powerful Native American group.

	PUEBLO
	A type of village built in the mountains.

	REGION
	Part of a continent.  

	REPRESENTED
	Counted for.

	REPUBLICAN PARTY
	The party of Thomas Jefferson.

	ROANOKE ISLAND / THE LOST COLONY
	The first English colony in the New World

	ROUTE
	A course, a way to travel from a place to another.

	SIOUX
	Native Americans from the Great Plains

	SMALLPOX
	A deadly virus brought to America by the Europeans.

	SOUTHERN COLONIES
	Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia.

	SPAIN / SPANISH / SPANIARDS
	A European country. Spanish or Spaniards: its people.

	SURRENDER
	To admit defeat.

	SURVEYOR
	Someone who measures and maps the land

	TAINO
	The original inhabitants of the Caribbean islands. (Also called West Indies)

	TAVERN
	A place where food and drinks are served.

	TEEPEE
	A type of Native American movable house.

	THE NETHERLANDS / DUTCH
	A European country. Dutch: its people.

	TRADING
	Exchanging or selling goods.

	TRAPPERS
	Hunters who “trap” (capture) and kill animals, such as beavers, for their fur.

	TREATY OF PARIS 
	A peace agreement between England and the 13 Colonies, signed in France. 

	UNCONSTITUTIONAL
	Disagrees with the Constitution

	UTE
	Native Americans from the Mountain region

	VETO
	To reject a bill.

	WATERFRONT
	That part of the city in front of the port. 

	WICKIUP
	A type of shelter (house)


